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Postwaster General Wanamaker is ready
1o give Mr. Green, of the Western Union
Telegraph Company, his fill of correspond-
enee on the subject of the Government tele-
graph rate. The letter published elsewhere
does not leave the honors of the controversy
with the corporation magnet.

Mr. Wanamaker makes mincemeat of Mr,
Green's claim, that the advastages which
the Western Union has received from the
net of 1466 are slight; ond he does
so without resorting to the obvious
suggestion that it would be easy
for the corporation to effect an arrange-
ment by which it might surrender all its
rights under that act to some other telegraph
corporation and be relieved of its duty to
do the Government’s business ot the Gov-
ernment’s price. But he does not make as
strong a case of the elaim that the Western
Union does similar business at the low rate
of one mill a word, which he has named.
The new rate is no more below the just rate
than the old one was above it; but the facts
seem to indicate something between the two
would be the correct one.

The outery that has been raised sgainst
Mr. Wanamaker for his action in reducing
the rate was largely inspired by the corpor-
ste wrath at haviog its gld and excessive
rate cut of But the Government can afford
1o pay fair charges and the Postmasier Gen-
eral should recognize the fact by making
the reduction somewhat less radieal.

NOT ITS WAY.

As that slushy story ‘aboot the pros-
pect of young Jimmy Garfield succeeding
1o his father's Congressional seat bas been
taken seriously by some esteemed cotempo-

raries, it is necessary to remark thst, so far
as his having any hold upon that constitu-
cucy is concerned, it is entirely the

produet of pure Jenkinsism, in conneotion
with the young man's wedding. The dis
triet which his father represented is famons
for requiring its representatives to dem-
onstrate his abilities before satisfying
his politionl ambitions. None of the ele-

ment of “daddy™ politics entered into the
choice of Whitllesey, Giddings, Wade,
Garfield or Taylor, from that district.
Witk that record, it is not probable that

the distriet willthrow overbosrd & man so
worthy to suceeed Garfield as Judge Taylor
has ghown himself to be in order to choose
s young man whose sole claim upon publio
notice s that be is the son of his father and
has married the daughter of a rail®ay
President.

AN UNEXPLAINED DELAY.

One of the most satisfactory festures of the
Jaw under which the city assessments were
made this spring, was the provision requir-
ing the assessment to be published in
pamphlet form as soon as the work is oon-
cluded. This was referred to by the Board
of Assessors, at the time that the assessment
was under discussion, as giving the public a
chance to sce that all laxpayers are assessed
on the same basis and that the principles of
valustion which apply to one, apply to all
alike.

Under these circumstances it is the un-
doubted right of the public to inguire why
the promised pamphlet bas not appeared.
The assessment was completed months ago;
and the absence of any signs of the assess-
ment list indicates an omission that is
neither in accordance with the law or the
representations of the authorized eity
officiuls. The omission should be repaired
as ecarly os possible; and whether the re-
sponsibility for the delay rests with Conneils
or elsewhere, unless & valid explanstion is
offered, the facts will jusiify some rather
gharp criticisms,

NAVAL MISFORTUNES,

The United States Navy has struck its
streak of bad luck recently. Up to a short
time ago, there had been an apparent sue-
cess in pulting fine vessels in commission
and in handling them successfully when
built. Now the tendency is the other way.
The Baltimore and the Charleston have
failed to show the expected speed. The
Yorktown is asserted to be a failure and on
Satorday nignt the Boston was sent on toa
rock in Narmgauset! Bay, the one place in
all the world where it would be supposed
that the United States Nuvy ought tc be
able to keep its vessels afloat. It hardly
secws possible that such = succession of
fnilures, especially when following upon
the Samoan catastrophe, can go on without
beiug taken &s an evidence of poor manage-
ment or lack of dis ipline. If the tendency
does ool change soon, the public will be
asking who is to blame for it

ADOUBTFUL QUESTION.

The interesting communication in this
issue of THE DISraTcH, concerning the
yproject of deepening the streams of Johns-
town, isevidently from one who studied the
practioal aspect of the work with an expert’s
knowledge. Ho states the cost of the work
at $375,000, which would be surely not ex-
cessive for immunity from floods. The finan-
cial difficulty he proposes to meet by hav-
ing the Generzl Government appropriate
the funds under an uoderstanding with the
Btate that when it can do so constitutional-
1y the latter will reignburse the expenditure,

The public, especially of Pittaburg, will
heartily support any plan that will tend to
rehabilitate the calsmity-siricken town of
Johmstown, But it is worth while to con-
sider whether they will do wisely to siart
off on & policy presenting such obstacles as
obtaining un sppropriation for this purpose
will be sure to present. If there are constl-
tutional obstacles to the use of State monay
for that purpose it mustbe remembered that

_ oiber parts of the country are likely tg find

equal constitutional objections to the use of

sround the lobbies of Congress waiting for
that bedy to do it :

SURE SIGNS OF THE TIMES,

The charterfever grows st Harrisburg.
No fewer ihan seven daislinet enterprises in
gas and street rallways for Allegheny
county got their official letters from the
We have alreadyex-

s few of the
based on the fallscious notion of “exclusive
rights”—but, setting such apart, there is
still & numerons remainder from which
early and active work may be expeoted.
Everybody bas awskened suddealy to the
demands of the present and the possibilities
of the future in Pittsburg and the adjacent
territory. If the community had beea pro-
foundly asleep, and a fairy with a magical
wand were suddenly to wave sway the in-
fiuence of Morpheus, the realization could
not be more sudden. Places that were out
of the world are now judged to be so desira-
ble for street railways that therc is s quick
rush to see who shall be first to get there.
Districts in which coal or woad was but
lately the only fuel thought of are now to
have natural gas. The rivers are to be
spanned by bridges st points where scarce
even a ferry plied. No measure, in short,
is 100 great to compass this new faith in the
needs and the future of the place.

Of course all this is encouraging. There
is, indeed, & very big ire under the smoke.
Nothing too much has so far been done.
Everything in the way of enterprise tried in
Pittsburg and Allegheny within five years
has proved too little to meet the require-
ments, rather than teo big. Nothing has
been premature. All this is tremendously
encouraging for the charter-seckers. They
are grasping time by the forelock—seeking
new opportunities, while they may, in place
of mourning over the missed ones which the
other fellows caught This is the right
spirit. Is is the spirit which will make the
town wax {at and grow large.

With charters which are _out in the
vain idea of preveniing competition with
existing enterprises, of occupying the field
to the excluosion of others, or to lay away in
the drawer of & safe not to be used till
somebody who has need for it comes along
to purchase, THE DISPATCH has no sym-
pathy. Those, on the other hsnd, which
come for immediate use are to be heartily
welcomed. The law does not permit the
Governor to discriminate; he cannot meas-
ure motives, but it is safe to say that only
the charters which mean business will prove
worth the getting. And, as there are ervi-
dently lots of these, they prove a substan-
tial, vigorous confidence in the wonderful
development of Pittsburg, Allegheny and
the environs,

NOT SUCH FLAIN SAILING.

The news that the entire British squadron
in the North Pacific has been ordered to
Behring’s Sea may be only one of the roor-
backs that sre produced by international
disputes; but it may be also well founded.
In the latter case the seizure of the British
vessels, on the claim that the United States
has exclusive sovereignty on that body of
water, is likely to become rather hazardouns.

THE DisparcH said at the first receipt
of the news that it was not wise to seize
vessels in order to let them go again. The
United States revenue officials seem to have
thought differently, as that was what the
capture of the Black Diamond amonnted to.
But if this report is true, the British fleet do
not propose to allow even temporary seis-
ures. England bas always shown a decided
dislike to have her vesselsoverbauled on the
high seas; and with a fleet of & dozen vessels
expressing that dislike in Behring's Bes,
the admimistration will probably find it
healthy to revise its poliey.

Of course such sn action on the part or
England means either war or a bsckdown
by the United States. But if we are foolish
enough to let ourselves be putin such a
dilemma by the pretension of sn absurd
claim, which we would not concede to any
other power, the best thing we can do is, as
gracetully as possible, to adopt the tactics of
the crab.

ANOTHER WESTERN FIRE

Some of those famous Western towns
whose growth has been so marvelous, show
an unfortunate disposition to disappear in
ashes even more rapidly than they sprung
up. Spokane Falls yesterday had a visita-
tion of fire, even more destruotive than the
one in June at Seattle, We are told by the
telegrams that the burned distriot at Spo-
kane was solidly built of stone, and brick,
and that there was also an excellent water
works; but the news is added that there
were no fire engines, and that the sireams
of water direct from the works were evi-
dently insufficient is shown by the results,

The loas of Bpokane Falls, like that at
Seattle, falls heavily and must be bitterly,
disappointing to the people. But the great
energy which built those towns in the first
place will not fail ia the face of the new
emergencles.

Both SBpokane Falls and Beattle will rise
from their ashes even more quickly than the
municipal phenix, Chieage. They will
ulso arise with the determination to take
measures which will not leave the future to
sccident or hap-bazard. Experience shows
that cities can be surely protected by effi-
ciently organized fire departments. The
new towns in the West will sppreciate
the necessity of sparing no pains or expense
1o thus protect themselves when they make
s fresh start.  Their lesson, however, is
for the present sweeping and expensive. 1t
is such & lesson as Pittsburg, Boston, Chi-
cago, and many other cities had to mmilarly
learn in times past.

THE coke strike appears to be wazxing in-
stead of waning. Bat what hope can there
be of settling such a dispute il the agree.
ments of the representatives of the work-
men are not to be relied npon?

THE rather positive and remarkable nom-
ber of the relatives of Judge Settle, of North
Carolina, who have obtained offices under
the administration, causes the St
Louis Republic to bold up its hands in par-
tisan indignation. The Bettles do seem to
be pretty well provided tor; but the indigna-
tion of the esteemed would have
been more efective if it had ever indulged
in any comment of the sort concerning its

mlm illmvidiul‘-nq.dly
remarkable number of their friends and
relatives,

THE symposiam of opinion in one of the
current _
merous people

state their preferences for

+ ]
0

parent that he merely wanted offices for his
friends,” is calculated to raise sarcastic in-

that long-standing one about the victors and
the spoils,

THE publication of an old agreement to
which the name of U. B. Grant is signed,
in which certain cadets at West Point bound
themselves not to purchase of the post sut-
ler, “except what is necessary,” as the
original boycott, claims too much for it.
It was probably not the first agreement of
the sort by many thousands, and it lacked
the offensive and illegal feature of the bov-
cott in threatening and terrorizing third
parties who do not join the sgreement.

CA¥ADA isreported to be real mad about
the seizure of the sealing vessel “Black Dia-
mond,” while the United States Gowvern-
ment has & good eXouse for getting mad at
the transitory nature of the* seizure. As
misery loves company, this mutnally unsat-
isfactory affair ought to produce & harmony
of feeling between us and our neighbor.

THE reporied sale of Library Hall on
mortgage foreclosure affordd the public an-
other example of an institution which was
organized for public purposes, and for which
& considerable amount of momey was sub-
seribed; but which, through a burden of
debt, has never afforded any material aid to
the library which it was organized %o sup-
port, and now bids fair to pass inte private
ownership.

WITH the two prize-fighters safely in the
Governor of Mississippi's game-bag, it
only remains for that official to get his
clutches on the railway officials who ran
special trains for the benefit of the fight;
and it will be pretty thoroughly demon-
strated that prize-fighting in Mississippi is
a hazardous occupation.

TEXAS train robberies seem to be more
successfol than the Missouri variety. The
train officials in the Texas case did not bave
the stamina to try the robbers
over the head with a lantern; but on the
contrary surrendered wubout $2,000 and
thanked Providence that they were well rid
of the knaves. There isa great difference
between cowardice and pluck.

CHICAGO'S proverbial enterprise leads
her to the belie! that she can make it an in-
ducement for the location of the World’s
Fair of 1802 that she can offer visitors the
most peculiar and wonderful mixture of
diluted sewage under the name of a water
supply kuown to any city in the lsnd.

Tar statement of Deputy Strom, of South
Carolina, that, while in this eity, he was of-
fered bribes amounting to §700, to connive
at the esonpe of Flemon, Incks one essential
particular., He should have given the name

. of the alleged publio official whom he states

to have offered the bribes, in order that the
publie official might be presscuted or that
Strom could be sued for libel.

WHEN the coke strikers have to resort to
riots in order to make workmen who are
satisfied with their wages join the strike,
there is a decided necessity for & practical
demonstration that this country is ruled by
statute law and not by mob law.

Hox. W. L. BoorT being out of polities
for the present, is engaged in absorbing all
the surplus coal lands up the Youghio-
gheny. No Presidental canvass being on
band, Mr. Scott can pursue bis regular pol-
icy undeterred by any political obstacles
from his favorite course of making his
miners take 5 cents per ton less wages than
his rivals pay.

Tae authorities at Washington certainly
have some grounds for their opinion that in
the matter of the Rlack Dismond seizure,
England ought to be satisfied with the un-
doubted fact that the joke is on the Govern-
ment of the United Btates,

PEOPLE OF PROMINENCE.

Owex K. STUDEBACKER, the well-known
brewer, of Ban Francisco, wants to be Governor
of California.

SAxUEL and John Niee of
-hmmm

Pa., are

elghty-fifta . ‘They are in good health
and are still inclined to have a nica time in this
world.

WILLIAY WALTER PHELPFS bas one tasts
which will make him popular in Germany. He
lkes boer. When he lived In Washington he
always drank a bottle of the best imported beer
before retiring at night,

CorowEr HorrrpAY, of Erie, the Com-
missioner of Customs, who is already ome of

the most lar of the mnew officials, left
Washi r a visit in Pennsylvania yester-
ny.h‘ will probably be absent about two
wee

Mz Tox C, HAXNUM, formerly Washington
correspondent of the Pittaburg Post, has joined
forces with Frank Hatton and Beriah Wilkins,
He will hereafuer fill the position on the Wash-
ington Post held by the Iate George Jamisson
as o writer on national politics.

GxorGE HELD, the oldest resident of Canton,
0., died Bunday night, aged §8 yeara, Howasa
member of the “Old Guard" of Napaleon L. and
accompanied that warrior upon his Russiaa in-
vasion, He was present at the burning of Mos-
cow, and was among the last to see Napoleon
before his bantshment to 8t. Helena. He leaves
& large circle of relatives.

“forebesd is low, and
little of it would be seen if he did not wear his

magesioes, in which nu- ‘“‘

VARIOUS KINDS OF CRANKS,

Beres asd Nastical Numbaskulis Whem =
Passengor on an Oconn Steamer ls Sare

10 Meet.
One of the trials an ocean traveler has to en-
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& profitable speculation. He bardly waits un-
til the seamer gets throngh the Narrows be-
fore he beging to air his knowledge of things
nautical. His alm seems to bo to impress his

Are auy prominent professional on board
xfil:':l' onui'&.':: ::tnulhﬂdhlm
L B

mald crank on an ocean

mﬁg‘sm as well a8 one o keep
the of

e e adhives n Now. Sork

m‘nﬂh abroad for the first time.

He Is the son o and he has grown

York. He tries toactas If he had drunk the
oup of pleasure to the very dregs and bas noth-
ing more to be imterested in. He Is
haughty, very indifferent and very blase.
bas pever earned a dollar in his life, and could
not if he tried. No business man would have

steamer and for the rest of the voyage he sulks,
He makes fow friends, and when the steamer
arrives in Liverpool none of the passengers are
mmm Thisspecies of erank occurs

GRANT 4S A BOYCOTTER,

Ho Was os the Origioal Move of the Kind

:  Inthe Country.
WASHINGTON, Angust 5.—Simon Stevens, of

:‘u-‘r-t.:mnmm-
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MISS VAN AUKEN'S DIVORCE,

One of Her Counsel Says the Docroe is Us=
doubtedly Valid,
FSPRCIAL TELEGRAM TO THE DISPATOR.1
New Yome, August 6—~William N. Arm-
stronz. who was one of Mrs Andrews' counsel
when she obtained a divorce from Barrett Van
Auken from the Delaware Legislature last
April, says that there Is no doubt about the

to grant & decree of divorce on the of
insanity is Arkansas. Mrs. Van A 's coun-
sel to to the of
some neigh order to avoid any

preme Court, as in the decimon of
tho case of against Hil rendered in

York, snd come back in the
umn with canes bave attraoted the attention of the entire world.
:::qm. » - - the namber are swho are in charge
LAL A Yof some of the largest
Other Bpecimens on Bonrd. companies, banks and trust companies of the

[There are other cranks of whom I might
spoak. There 18 the religious crank, who wanta
to convert everybody on board, who assares
that
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hackmen, who, it is alleged, bave violated the
oid biue Inws of New Jersey by running their
stages between Asbury Park and Deal Beach

E

FALL RIveEe, MAss., August 5.—The scheme
to buy up the cotton milis of this ecity and of
ths country as well is looked upon by mill wen

#8 absurd,
“A syndicate could gain nothing by purchas-

Fangle—No: not—not exactly for life, He
married & Chicago girl.

DEATHS OF A DAY.

John Jacob Astor, Edward 8. Jaffrey, John D.
Archibald, Eugene Jones, Dr. John C. Barrom,
E. Mrs. Willlam
Ihwlg.“ II.J Eklw::
L. Barnay, Caroline
Moo Eiesrd . Bol ) Jeealofs e
Comb, Edward B Cobb, '""n.% T
Chauncey, Mrs. Ansan G. Mrs. Corne-
“‘LHM “"‘\%‘&mr
ran, 5 et :

Mra Mﬁm.‘lw Sini

Frasier, John Cyrus W. Field, Ji
M. Sigatus, Froderick A. Foster, Samuel H
Schieffelin, James C. Fargo, Robert Sewell,

William P James D. Barven, Fred-
erick W. Guitean, Augustine Smitn, Hobers

Graves Jr. Jobu . Terty, Jay Gould. General
me.ﬂ . E"’W Vil-
— m%.ﬁ-mw“m:mﬁ

William H, ohmlmm!{.ngw

J. Heury Whitehouse, Mrs B
‘orthingion.

A FIRST-CLASS NEW PLAY.

Well-Merited Success.
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initial performance lo
such an event oocurs and receivesthe

graoted by two large sudlences, It must be put
down asa “go." Inigo Tyrrell, whose delineation
of an old and faithful servant was a feature of
“His Natoral Life"” at Harris' Theater

HER HUSBAND'S GHOST,
A Widew Troubled by a Spirlt With n Moat
Asnoying Habils,

CRAWFORDSYILLE, IND, August &—The
ghost of Christopher Hillard has come back to
drive slesp away trom the eyes of his widow.
Hiliard died from neglect, according to
Corener's verdict, and appeared in

the very first
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ing approaching
when no work can be done. As Governor Bea-
ver was able to effect 5o much in the
loans for charitable and sanitary objects, with-
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A TOUNG man pamed George, of Exeter,
near Plttston, was sent on an errand across the
river several days ago, and the bridge being foo
far off he went to the river side and found a
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Lightoing had struck an wire some
distance off, and the commanicated
to the awning post.

THE Burgess of directed the High
Constable to arrest all seen drunk,

BEAzS are contesting the berry plokers
of West Virginis, and i3 some locslities are
[gotting more than share of the crop.
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William Koch, 25 years of age, & soh of An-
drew Koch, the wealthy weisbeer brewer, died
at his fazher's residence at 6 o'clock last even-

friend. He became ill last . Om

sm.wm-mmummmm".
where an abscess was supposed to be seated.
The diagnosis was correct, and & free fow of

cotton-print
trust, and wanted to know if the Central Trust

the papers had been submitted to und
s 5 e approved
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A Number of Prizes Drawn By These Whe
Have Leag Awnited Them.

Willlamn H. Hart,
to ty
"ostoflice Walter

—At Ji m.ﬁ.oﬁ-xi:*y;
Montagus and Joseph Gregg,
men, landed & 200-pound shark on

) of light eyes than any
' hair is
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He was fiald and
sound in a bush. He saw
up, and a stout

stick killed the T with & aingle . The
snnke was six feet ang had seven
and three was 11 inches in circum~

—While the wolves at the London Zoologi~
eal Gardems were being fed ose afternoon re-
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—Along the shore of the Oneids Lake there
jsan Indian’s grave, whers at times & weird and
lighs makes Ity sppearance. Itis
described a5 & ball of fire abous the siza of a

orsnge, and sways to and fro in the air
m-mmm
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Has you father msay Aormons In his
Utab, 1think, s ln New York, " —Ciriss




